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BE AWED AT THE GRAND CANYON 
OF INDIA  
Gandikota, Andhra Pradesh

When whispers of a Grand Canyon in India reached my ears,  
a little research revealed that it was just a long drive from 
Bangalore. That’s how I landed at Gandikota – only  
to discover that there was more to the place than just  
its mystical landform. The gorgeous canyon is home  
to an abandoned fort that gives it the name – ‘gandi’  
means canyon and ‘kota’ translates to fort.  
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FIND THE ELUSIVE  
SAFARI GROUND
Nagzira, Maharashtra

Nagzira is a relatively-little-known name even within  
the safari-frequenting circles of Central India. She sits like  
a gem, just waiting to be discovered, all 152 square kilometres 
of her. My obsession with wanting to drive away from  
the tiger-crazed crowds, to seek instead the elusive leopard, 
led me to discover this raw and lush hotspot of biodiversity 
that sits in the midst of arid Vidarbha – unspoilt by over-
tourism and pollution. The leopards here have grown bold 
and brazen, since other big cat numbers are low. And that,  
for me, meant a chance to watch several of these gorgeous 
felines sashay unhurriedly down the dirt track or lap 
languidly at watering holes. I travelled close to the ground 
with Footloose Journeys who insisted we stay at the basic 
Forest Department Guesthouse inside the core zone –  
a decision that paid off when we bumped into a leopard 
behind the kitchen after dinner! 

GETTING THERE & STAY: Nagzira is a three-hour drive east  
of Nagpur. In the absence of luxury safari lodges, the Forest 
Department Guesthouse within the core zone is a special treat.

Two ancient temples with exquisite carvings  
and one mosque with its intricate minarets 
stand tall within its fortified walls.  
   Gandikota is a lovely place for adventure lovers  
and thrill seekers, too. One can choose to kayak 
along the River Pennar that cuts through  
the canyon, or head out for a hike along the  
rugged edges of the gorge. The clear night skies  
and the morning sunrise lure  enthusiast campers 
visiting Gandikota. 

GETTING THERE & STAY: Gandikota is 270km from Bangalore. 
The only stay option here is the APTDC Hotel located right next 
to the fort. You can even book a campsite through the hotel. 
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BE A LISTENER IN THE LAND  
OF UNTOLD STORIES  
Turtuk, Jammu & Kashmir

The northernmost village in India, Turtuk, situated near 
Nubra Valley in Ladakh, is untouched by time and is one 
of the quaintest places I’ve visited. This village has a rich 
history; in 1971, the people here went to sleep in Pakistan 
and woke up the next morning in India, without having 
moved an inch! It lies in the Baltistan region and, as you 
drive from Nubra to Turtuk, not only do you see a change 
in terrain but also in the physical features of people.        
    Lying on the banks of the Shyok River, the landscapes  
of this village are to die for (one can also get a view  
of Pakistan from here). But what stood out to me  
the most about this charming village was its people. 
Taking a stroll around Turtuk, I came across the 
friendliest faces and experienced warm Balti hospitality. 
We also got to meet the descendent of the king of Turtuk, 
who graciously showed us around his house (a part of 
which is now converted into a museum) and recounted 
stories of his family and the region’s old linkages. Being 
just a stone’s throw away from the border, tourism wasn’t 
allowed here until 2010, but I can guarantee visiting  
this hidden gem will leave a lasting impression on you.  

GETTING THERE & STAY: Turtuk is situated 
about 90km from Diskit in Nubra Valley 
(three hours by road), and about 200km 
from Leh. It makes for a perfect day-trip 
from Nubra, but you also have the option 
of staying at a homestay in the village.
We stayed at Hotel Karma Inn  
in Hundar in the Nubra Valley  
and did a day-trip to Turtuk  
(00-91-99993-03050;  
www.hotelkarmainn.com).
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